Brave Talking Points

Comments from Trustee Reiber

11/27/2006


I oppose changing the Braves nickname.  Because this is such a contentious issue, I'd like a few minutes to explain why with a handout.
1.  It's a different Board with two new members and we should revisit this issue.

Suppose that I don't like the outcome of the nickname vote?  Can I wait one year, perhaps two years, until the Board membership changes to my liking?  Why stop with this Board action?  Why don't we reconsider our vote to close Ardis, George, and Fletcher Schools?
Re-voting sets a dangerous precedent.
2.  But, this is not about playing politics.  Eliminating Braves is the decent thing to do.
Tell me how changing our nickname from Braves to whatever, benefits our students.  How does this improve student academic achievement?  We were reminded at the recent MASB conference that everything we do at the Board table should be focused on creating effective schools.  Is this really for the children?
Political correctness is not about the kids.
3.  Ah, but this is a moral issue.  We need to eliminate stereotypes.  It is offensive.
Well, what about the word "braves" is so offensive?  Let's look at Webster's online dictionary.
The main entry says: brave  Function: noun
1  archaic: bravado
2  one who is brave; specifically, an American Indian warrior
Is Braves insulting like "krauts" "red-necks" or "Ypsi-tucky"?  Is it a hate word; a racial slur?  Just a minute—I read that Braves specifically refers to an American Indian warrior.  Therefore our high school may not use this nickname.  Do you mean to say that "one who is brave" may only describe an American Indian warrior?  That is very narrow-minded.
Braves is not a stereotype.
4.  Well no, but this is discrimination against a minority.
We are all against discrimination.  However, I'd like to know if Native Americans were ever denied the right to vote.  Were any forced to be slaves?  Are there still police beatings and unprovoked shootings of unarmed men?  Can you say that the struggle to stop a nickname is on a level with the struggle of African-Americans for equal rights?
The nickname is not about civil rights.
5.  Well you can't use an Indian nickname--it is disrespectful.
The home of the Brave?  That's part of our National Anthem; so, OK.  The Spartans or the Fighting Irish?  Those are not Indian nicknames so nobody cares.  Ann Arbor Huron High School?  That's OK, it's a name.  Marching Braves, Lady Braves, Junior Braves; disgraceful.  Braves is always a nickname and never a name.  Now we are threatened with a civil rights complaint.  Do you want to see the picketers return?

"If anyone knows how determined and how I do not give up, it is Mr. Fanta.  We will not go away.  You REALLY don't want me to have to come over there."
What about more hostile e-mail?  I'd like to please everybody.  The students?  The students will get over it.  The parents?  They should be happy to buy another school jacket or uniform that is respectful.
Braves is no more disrespectful that Home of the Brave.
6.  I think I know the real reason:  We will always associate the nickname with the Indian mascot.
Only insensitive people would continue a tradition that offends someone.  Ypsilanti athletes, students, alumni, and staff need to put any racist thoughts behind them.  Choose a new nickname.  As a frustrated member of the community put it: "What are we now, the Big 'Y's?  What a thrill that must be for the seniors!"
We are not insensitive; we already agreed to give up the Indian mascot.
My fellow Board members,

This resolution and recommended actions are overreaching.  There are disturbing implications.  Consider some of the language:
· The Board of Education will not allow the use of certain symbols, signs, names, speech, and icons except as permitted or required by law.
· Is the Board to judge symbols, signs, speech, and icons now?
· Do we tell the superintendent to handle it?

· What if something is permitted or required by law?  Can I still object?
· Violations of this resolution will be addressed promptly.
· Do we suspend student violators?

· Do we fire staff members that are uncooperative?

· Does this make you feel part of a safe, caring, and creative learning environment?

· Acceptable themes of race and cultural identity will be included in the curriculum.
· Who decides what is acceptable?
· What themes are added to science, math, and RCTC?
· Use of the name Braves will cease at the end of the 2006-2007 school year.
· What if it does not cease?

· Will my key tag be confiscated?

· Do we search student lockers for non-compliance?

· Why don't we cease disproportionate minority discipline by the end of the school year?
I can count to four as easily as you.  If you are still determined to proceed with this motion, then I urge you to consider a less confrontational approach.  We are not the thought police tracking down violations.  It is not our business to legislate what is a stereotype and what are appropriate symbols.
We can avoid all the rancor by simply calling for a retirement of the Braves nickname at the end of the 2006-2007 school year.  Let the old uniforms and jackets wear out--just stop ordering ones with Braves.
Remember we have a duty to represent all stakeholders in the District and not just those here tonight or those most passionate.
Thank you for your attention.
